Simple Summary: The livestock sector seeks technologies and procedures to collect and manage data and information about its facilities and animals being the basis of the so-called precision livestock. The installation of unusual devices in commercial facilities, as well as the use of electronic feeding stations, allows observers to characterize the behavior pattern of each individual in order to improve farm management techniques and, therefore, its productivity. In this study, 30 Landrace pigs were monitored during the whole fattening period. Results from the study show that the ear skin temperatures of the animals can be used to distinguish animals with different thermal patterns. The parameters extracted from the feeding stations show consistent relationships between the parameters related to the frequency, size, and duration parameters, highlighting the differences in the feeding strategies.
Introduction
At present, the management of livestock farms has to integrate profitability criteria and aspects related to animal welfare and health, being obliged to reach increasingly complex compromise solutions. In this situation, the sector seeks technologies and procedures to collect and manage belonging to the company Hypor, an important provider of swine genetics and part of the Hendrix Genetics corporation, Boxmeer, The Netherlands.
The environmental temperature was automatically controlled by an air cooling system (RN 12, Exafan, Spain). The extractors, two fan chimneys located at the opposite end of the room entrance, removed excess hot air from the boxes when the temperature exceeded the setpoint (20 • C + 4.0 • C). The hot air from outside was introduced through the cooling units (wet cellulose surface, located at the corridor) to reduce the temperature and increase the humidity in the pens. The cool and wet air enters the pens through an opening on the top of the walls. To verify the cooling system, a specific temperature sensor is located 2 m high at the center point of the room (with six pens). Each room has two windows connected to the corridor. The lighting schedule, according to the state of the lights in the room, was 14 h of light and 10 h of darkness, considering the daytime from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and night from 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.
All animals had access to two nipples to drink and ad-libitum dry food through an electronic feeding station (Compident MLP, Schauer Agrotronic GmbH, Austria), which weighed the food in the feeder before and after the visit, providing the intake value ( Figure 1 ). Access to the feeding system is controlled by the unique identification of each animal through the RFID marker located on the tag. In this way, the animal's code, date, time, and amount of food consumed are recorded and stored in a single database at each visit. It should be noted that at the beginning of the test, the intake of the animals is not monitored, eating is ad libitum. Once the animals have adapted to the machines (learning period), the feeding stations began to function properly (monitoring intake).
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The information provided by the feeding station was added with the weight of each animal at each visit, which like the station data, were collected through the identification of the animal and using an automated weighing scale ( Figure 1 ). Table 1 summarizes the most relevant test information for the 23 animals finally considered, removing those that were discarded during the test. The causes of these discards were bitten by the tail of the animal by other individuals, loss of sensor and tag used to carry out the monitoring; or sensor damage. The information provided by the feeding station was added with the weight of each animal at each visit, which like the station data, were collected through the identification of the animal and using an automated weighing scale ( Figure 1) . Table 1 summarizes the most relevant test information for the 23 animals finally considered, removing those that were discarded during the test. The causes of these discards were bitten by the tail of the animal by other individuals, loss of sensor and tag used to carry out the monitoring; or sensor damage. 
Temperature Measurements
The iButton DS1922E loggers (Dallas Semiconductor, USA), data acquisition devices with an integrated temperature sensors with factory calibration were used to record the ear skin temperature (EST) of each animal during the fattening period (Figure 2a ). Both the data transfer and the configuration of the thirty sensors used ( Table 2) were performed using the reader "DS1402D-DR8" (Figure 2a ) and the software "OneWireViewer version 3.17.44" provided by the distributor. 
The iButton DS1922E loggers (Dallas Semiconductor, USA), data acquisition devices with an integrated temperature sensors with factory calibration were used to record the ear skin temperature (EST) of each animal during the fattening period (Figure 2a ). Both the data transfer and the configuration of the thirty sensors used ( Table 2) were performed using the reader "DS1402D-DR8" (Figure 2a ) and the software "OneWireViewer version 3.17.44" provided by the distributor.
The boars are identified with a tattoo, a barcode tag, and RFID. Each iButton was fastened to an additional barcode tag on the ear of each animal in such a way that it was in contact with the inner part of the ear (Figure 2b Six iButton DS1923 loggers (Dallas Semiconductor, Dallas, TX, USA), similar to those used for animal monitoring, but with relative humidity sensor added, were used to record the temperature and humidity (with factory calibration) conditions of the environment where the animals were The boars are identified with a tattoo, a barcode tag, and RFID. Each iButton was fastened to an additional barcode tag on the ear of each animal in such a way that it was in contact with the inner part of the ear (Figure 2b ,c).
Six iButton DS1923 loggers (Dallas Semiconductor, Dallas, TX, USA), similar to those used for animal monitoring, but with relative humidity sensor added, were used to record the temperature and humidity (with factory calibration) conditions of the environment where the animals were during the entire fattening period. In the same way as for the loggers attached to the tag, both the data transfer and the configuration ( Table 2) were performed via a wire using the "DS1402D-DR8" reader and the "OneWireViewer version 3.17.44" software provided by the distributor.
Each of the six iButtons used was integrated into a protective structure made on a perforated (allowing free air circulation) stainless steel sheet of 3 mm thick, open at the top and bottom sides, distributing them evenly throughout the two boxes under study at a height of 1.15 m ( Figure 3 ).
Animals 2020, 10, x 5 of 17 data transfer and the configuration ( Table 2) were performed via a wire using the "DS1402D-DR8" reader and the "OneWireViewer version 3.17.44" software provided by the distributor. Each of the six iButtons used was integrated into a protective structure made on a perforated (allowing free air circulation) stainless steel sheet of 3 mm thick, open at the top and bottom sides, distributing them evenly throughout the two boxes under study at a height of 1.15 m ( Figure 3 ). 
Data Analysis
The analysis of the data recorded by the loggers used as well as from the feeding stations were performed with MatLab R2018b software (MathWorks, Massachusetts, USA). In the following paragraphs, the statistical analyses performed according to their appearance in the document are explained.
Raw data obtained from both environmental (n = 10,179 data points from each logger) and EST (n = 19,145 from each logger), were interpolated at the time base of one of the EST loggers. The elaboration of this interpolation to a single time base of all the loggers (both environmental and EST) allowed us to adjust data size (n = 19,145). 
Raw data obtained from both environmental (n = 10,179 data points from each logger) and EST (n = 19,145 from each logger), were interpolated at the time base of one of the EST loggers. The elaboration of this interpolation to a single time base of all the loggers (both environmental and EST) allowed us to adjust data size (n = 19,145).
Descriptive statistics of environmental parameters (temperature and relative humidity) and skin temperature of the pigs were calculated for the purpose of assessing the independence of the fluctuations of both series.
Correlations between the mean and the standard deviation of the time series of the temperature of each animal were calculated by the use of the corrcoef function. This function returns the matrix of correlation coefficients and the matrix of p-values for testing the hypothesis that there is no relationship between the observed phenomena (null hypothesis). If an off-diagonal element of p is smaller than the significance level (default is 0.05), then the corresponding correlation in r is significant. Raw data obtained from electronic feeding stations (n = 30,718) were filtered by removing those records corresponding to discarded animals (7 pigs). The weights recorded from this resulting electronic feeding stations data (n = 24,912) were adjusted, in order to clear the erroneous records. Weights data equal to zero and anomalous excess (consecutive weights with a difference greater than 10 kg) were eliminated. Then, a first outlier detection was performed by the use of isoutlier function. An outlier was defined as a value that exceeds more than three times the local median, in a 10-point window. Each outlier detected were replaced by a new value, obtained from the interpolation of the a priori and a posteriori weights closest to the time of registration of the outlier value. Then, a second and finer outlier detection was performed (a value that exceeds more than three times the local median, in a 5-point window), replacing in the same way as before, the outliers detected. Adjustment line (one per animal) was performed on the resulting smoothed weight records.
Once animals' weight was corrected, parameters for the electronic feeding station were evaluated taking only into account the visits in which the intake was higher than 15 g. Correlations among the variables computed from the feeding station were calculated (number of visits A new series of data defined as the difference between the instantaneous temperatures of each animal with respect to the averaged group temperature value at that time (∆T) has been calculated. Three-day averages of both thermal parameters (including ∆T) and intake parameters have been considered, and it has been calculated the correlations between them for each animal. Figure 4 includes the historical series of the average temperatures of the environment and animals. EST is consistently maintained above the environment temperature. Figure 5 shows the detail of this historical series for a period of one week; the independence of the fluctuations of both series is observed, which indicates that the sensors of the ear tags are mostly affected by the body temperature of the animal. The average EST during the night was 34.84 ± 0.79 • C and during the day 32.80 ± 1.0 • C ( Figure 6 ); while the behavior in the ambient temperature is the reverse: the average of the medians during the day was 23.22 ± 0.71 • C, with a relative humidity of 52.60 ± 2.48% and during the night 22.25 ± 0.82 • C, with a relative humidity of 55.14 ± 2.12%. 3.2. Animal Temperature Figure 7 represents the average temperature and the standard deviation of each of the animals monitored. There is a significant linear relationship with a coefficient of determination of 0.69 between the mean and the standard deviation of the time series of temperatures of each animal. So that the animals with higher average temperatures show lower variations of the recorded temperatures, which had been previously observed in previous works with shorter supervision periods. This corroborates that the time series of temperatures is a tool that allows differentiation between animals according to their thermal patterns [14] . Figure 8 shows the same representation distinguishing between day and night. It is observed that the relationship between average temperature and standard deviation is accentuated during the night (r 2 = 0.77), at which time the animals have less general activity as well as intake (see Section 3.4 Behavior Patterns), so that the surface temperature of the animals may be more related to the basal metabolism [3] .
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Animal Temperature
Electronic Feeding Stations
As an example, Figure 9 shows the record of the weight of an animal at each visit to the feeding station throughout the entire test. It is observed that there are erroneous records (by default and by excess) that have to be cleared before further analysis. Figure 9 shows the adjustment to the weight data as a function of the date of registration. Weights data equal to zero and anomalous excess were eliminated and were defined as outliers, in explanation, points that exceed more than three times the local median, in a 10-point window (Figure 9a) , and then in a 5 point window (Figure 9b ). Once these points have been eliminated, the adjustment is made and the value of the adjustment function is assigned to all registered points, both those that have been eliminated as outliers and those that have not (red line in Figure 9c ). The average error of the adjustments made in the weight records of all animals is 2%. eliminated and were defined as outliers, in explanation, points that exceed more than three times the local median, in a 10-point window (Figure 9a) , and then in a 5 point window (Figure 9b ). Once these points have been eliminated, the adjustment is made and the value of the adjustment function is assigned to all registered points, both those that have been eliminated as outliers and those that have not (red line in Figure 9c ). The average error of the adjustments made in the weight records of all animals is 2%.
Only the visits in which the intake was higher than 15 g were considered for further analysis, as other authors [17] have suggested it. Non-feeding visits were 9.54% of all visits, with an average time of 20.6 s (7.4% of the mean duration of feeding visits). The average values per animal of the variables obtained at the feeding station are included in Table 3 . The variable number of visits, the average time of visits and the average intake per visit are the variables that show the greatest variability among animals (coefficients of variation of 57%, 40%, and 45%, respectively). While the variables of total intake and weight gain have lower coefficients of variation (11%). The coefficient of determination between the total intake and the weight gained is 0.8, which is in line with the small variability found in the efficiency values (a coefficient of variation of 5% and a range between 0.38 and 0.47). These efficiency values are within the usual ranges in the fattening phases, although there are works in which efficiencies as low as 0.082 have been found under conditions similar to the present study and for animals of about 65 kg [14] . Only the visits in which the intake was higher than 15 g were considered for further analysis, as other authors [17] have suggested it. Non-feeding visits were 9.54% of all visits, with an average time of 20.6 s (7.4% of the mean duration of feeding visits). The average values per animal of the variables obtained at the feeding station are included in Table 3 . The variable number of visits, the average time of visits and the average intake per visit are the variables that show the greatest variability among animals (coefficients of variation of 57%, 40%, and 45%, respectively). While the variables of total intake and weight gain have lower coefficients of variation (11%). The coefficient of determination between the total intake and the weight gained is 0.8, which is in line with the small variability found in the efficiency values (a coefficient of variation of 5% and a range between 0.38 and 0.47). These efficiency values are within the usual ranges in the fattening phases, although there are works in which efficiencies as low as 0.082 have been found under conditions similar to the present study and for animals of about 65 kg [14] . Table 3 . Values recorded by the feeding station and weighing scale during the test (not considering feeding visits lower than 15 g).
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Behavior Patterns
The correlations between feeding parameters shown in Table 4 reveal, as it was already demonstrated by [15] , the high correlation between the parameters related with the frequency (number of visits), size (total intake, average intake per visit), and duration (total visit time, average visit time) parameters. The average time per visit had a high negative correlation with the number of visits (r = −0.81), as well as with the average intake per visit (r = 0.9). The number of visits had a high negative correlation with the average intake per visit (r = −0.84). In addition, total visit time had a high negative correlation with total intake rate (r = −0.83), while the correlation between weight gained and total intake was positive (r = 0.88). Although differences in feeding patterns have already been analyzed between different breeds of pigs [15] , in our study, even though all the monitored pigs belong to the same breed (Landrace), it can be observed in Table 3 the large feeding pattern differences. Table 3 shows that visits were more frequent and shorter for the pig tagged as 6219 than for the pig tagged as 6228, having both very similar total intake and total visit time values (175.2 kg vs. 176.2 kg and 171,262 s vs. 175,488 s respectively); these pigs, using the nomenclature by Fernandez, could be identified as nibbler and meal eater. On the other hand, pigs 6221 and 6225 could be named fast and slow eaters, respectively, applicable to the total rate feed intake.
Despite the disparity in the number of visits between animals, it is found that weight gain, total intake, and, therefore, efficiency is very similar between them at the end of the supervised period ( Table 3) , indicating that the ad libitum feeding system through automated stations dampens the effect that feeding patterns can have on the efficiency of these animals.
In relation to circadian rhythm, Figure 10 shows the distribution of visits, feed intake, and the rate of feed intake throughout the day. As seen, the circadian rhythm of the number of visits (Figure 10a ) was characterized by two peaks: around 09:00 and 17:00. When the circadian rhythm of the number of visits was compared with the daily distribution of the feed intake and rate of feed intake (Figure 10b ,c) the afternoon peak of the number of visits coincides with the fastest rate of feed intake and the highest feed intake. Thus, the visits throughout the morning would be considered of low productivity, in terms of intake. During the nighttime, visits and feed intake were infrequent, decreasing also the rate of feed intake.
of pigs [15] , in our study, even though all the monitored pigs belong to the same breed (Landrace), it can be observed in Table 3 the large feeding pattern differences. Table 3 shows that visits were more frequent and shorter for the pig tagged as 6219 than for the pig tagged as 6228, having both very similar total intake and total visit time values (175.2 kg vs. 176.2 kg and 171,262 s vs. 175,488 s respectively); these pigs, using the nomenclature by Fernandez, could be identified as nibbler and meal eater. On the other hand, pigs 6221 and 6225 could be named fast and slow eaters, respectively, applicable to the total rate feed intake.
In relation to circadian rhythm, Figure 10 shows the distribution of visits, feed intake, and the rate of feed intake throughout the day. As seen, the circadian rhythm of the number of visits ( Figure  10a ) was characterized by two peaks: around 09:00 and 17:00. When the circadian rhythm of the number of visits was compared with the daily distribution of the feed intake and rate of feed intake (Figure 10b,c) the afternoon peak of the number of visits coincides with the fastest rate of feed intake and the highest feed intake. Thus, the visits throughout the morning would be considered of low productivity, in terms of intake. During the nighttime, visits and feed intake were infrequent, decreasing also the rate of feed intake.
The appearance of a faster rate of feed intake during the afternoon as well as the night behavior detected corroborates what has been said in previous studies [15] . Figure 11 shows the visit time vs. the feed intake in each visit during the entire fattening period for pigs tagged as 6212 and 6215; the different colors of points correspond to the three growth periods. The appearance of a faster rate of feed intake during the afternoon as well as the night behavior detected corroborates what has been said in previous studies [15] . Figure 11 shows the visit time vs. the feed intake in each visit during the entire fattening period for pigs tagged as 6212 and 6215; the different colors of points correspond to the three growth periods. The fattening period was divided into three periods of equal duration. The slope of the fit lines to each period represents the rate of feed intake. In general, the rate of feed intake increases with the age of the animals, on average from 38 g/min for the first period until 71 g/min for the last period. However, it appeared there were differences between the animals (Figure 11 ). Some of them presented a low evolution in their rate of feed intake (increase below 20 g/min, Figure 11a ) and others a very high increase (more than 40 g/min, Figure 11b ). This shift towards fast eater strategies could be associated with a progressive increase in the weight of each animal, which has been reported by previous works [22] .
In an attempt to systematize the visualization of the observed changes in the rate of feed intake along the fattening period and thus, be able to identify different feeding patterns based on this variability, Figure 12 is proposed. Figure 12 shows the rate of feed intake at each day and night interval along the fattening period for each of the animals (denoted by different colors). A linear fit was applied to the points of each animal; the slope of the adjustment represents a kind of acceleration of the rate of feed intake (increment of the rate of feed intake/increment of time). Table 5 shows the correlations between the slopes of the feed intake vs. time adjustment lines (Figure 11 ), acceleration of the rate of feed intake, weight gained, and feed efficiency. The slope in the second period shows a high positive correlation with the slopes in the other periods, while the other two are less correlated between them, which shows that the evolution of the rate of feed intake manifests itself progressively. The weight gain, well correlated with the total intake (Table 4) , is not correlated with parameters relative to the rate of feed intake. However, a significant negative correlation is observed between acceleration and feed efficiency (−0.57). So, major changes in the feeding pattern based on the rate of feed intake (i.e., higher accelerations) implies a lower feed efficiency.
The fattening period was divided into three periods of equal duration. The slope of the fit lines to each period represents the rate of feed intake. In general, the rate of feed intake increases with the age of the animals, on average from 38 g/min for the first period until 71 g/min for the last period. However, it appeared there were differences between the animals (Figure 11 ). Some of them presented a low evolution in their rate of feed intake (increase below 20 g/min, Figure 11a ) and others a very high increase (more than 40 g/min, Figure 11b ). This shift towards fast eater strategies could be associated with a progressive increase in the weight of each animal, which has been reported by previous works [22] .
(a) In this study, no correlations were found between EST and feed efficiency, which can be explained by the efficiency range and the theory of error propagation. The feeding efficiency recorded in this study shows a small range of variation (0.36 to 0.47, Table 3 ). The propagation of measurement errors in both the weight of the animals and the intake per visit. Assuming 5% measurement errors in these two variables, the efficiency would accumulate an error of up to 10%, which doubles the coefficient of variation of 5% and thus, cancels the possible differences between animals. Because of that found in this experiment, the results of previous works [14] have not been corroborated in which higher efficiency range (0.082-0.43) correlations of 0.77 between thermal profiles and efficiency were verified.
In an alternative approach, 3-day averages of both thermal parameters and intake parameters have been considered and the correlations between them for each animal have been studied. The intake rate has shown specific relationships with some thermal parameters. Specifically, the difference between the temperature of an animal and the average temperatures of all animals (∆T) has shown correlations between −0.82 and 0.82 with the intake rate for animals 6205 and 6216, respectively. In the rest of the animals, very different correlation values are observed within these limits, so that the extreme individuals have been studied. Figure 13 shows the plot of ∆T of animals 6205 and 6216 compared to the intake rate (g/s). These animals have opposite behavior patterns. The animal 6205 (r = −0.82) has a temperature always above the average of the group, while the animal 6216 shows a lower temperature than the rest of the group. In addition, the first has a lower intake speed value as well as a lower range (between 0.9 g/s and 0.5 g/s, slow eater), compared to 6216 (between 0.7 g/s and 1.7 g/s, fast eater). The efficiency values were 0.47 and 0.36, respectively (extreme values in the range of efficiencies of this study), showing again that the animals with the greatest changes in feeding patterns based on the rate of feed intake present a lower feed efficiency. 
Conclusions
By registering the high frequency of the temperature of animals in a complete fattening period it is possible to identify individuals with different thermal patterns: animals characterized by a higher temperature and lower thermal variability, compared to animals that register lower average temperatures and greater thermal variability, a pattern that is accentuated during the night. However, the small efficiency range verified in this experiment does not allow the establishment of relations between the thermal profiles and the efficiency itself, as it has been constant in previous studies with wider efficiency ranges. The parameters extracted from the feeding stations show consistent relationships between the parameters related to the frequency (number of visits), size (total intake, average intake per visit), and duration (total visit time, average visit time) parameters, with absolute values of r greater than 0.83. Based on the frequency of visits and the rate of feed intake, different feeding patterns have been identified among the supervised animals (slow and fast eaters).
The analysis of the number of visits, the feed intake, and the rate of feed intake allowed us to define circadian rhythms in the feeding patterns with more productive intakes during the afternoon.
In spite of the limited range of feed efficiency shown in this study, significant correlations have been verified between the variation of the rate of feed intake along the fattening period and the efficiency (−0.57). It has also been possible to establish a certain connection between the thermal parameters (difference between the temperature of the animal and the mean of the group) with intake parameters (intake rate), showing its potential use in precision phenotyping and animal management, what has to be corroborated in future studies with a greater range of variation in feed efficiency. Acknowledgments: Authors want to acknowledge the technical support of the staff of the Hendrix Genetics breeding farm at Villatobas (Spain). This allows the establishment of connections between the thermal parameters and behavior in the feeding.
In spite of the limited range of feed efficiency shown in this study, significant correlations have been verified between the variation of the rate of feed intake along the fattening period and the efficiency (−0.57). It has also been possible to establish a certain connection between the thermal parameters (difference between the temperature of the animal and the mean of the group) with intake parameters (intake rate), showing its potential use in precision phenotyping and animal management, what has to be corroborated in future studies with a greater range of variation in feed efficiency. 
